
I’m thinking about how close 
we are to the conclusion of 
2010.  But before that happens 
we will all move through one 
of the holiest seasons of the 
church calendar. This is when 
we prepare our hearts to re-
ceive the precious gift of the 
Prince of Peace.  Jesus comes 
anew each Christmas season 
into our world, our neighbour-
hood, our household, our self. 

One important preparation is 
to think of others ahead of 
ourselves - to think of those 
who do not know Jesus – to 
think of those who live in dire 
straits and especially need the 
love of Jesus in these darker 
days of the year.  Our Shoebox 
campaign is well underway and 
other longstanding community 
projects will soon be an-
nounced. 

Another important preparation 
is to think of ourselves.  The 
penitential season before 
Christmas with its Purple Can-
dles is a reflection of the other 
even greater call to reconcilia-
tion and unity in Christ.  These 
are our four upcoming Advent 
Sundays and then, before 
Easter, the forty days in Lent. 
At this time we need to empty 

our personal “shoeboxes” 
of all that would stand in 
the way of welcoming 
Christ into our hearts.  It is 
sad to witness many for 
whom Christmas is just an-
other day off, just another 
excuse to pull out the plas-
tic in their wallets. 

Finally, yet another impor-
tant preparation is to re-
acquaint ourselves with the 
Scriptures and the experi-
ence of the Holy in our eve-
ryday life.  I attended a 
workshop recently focused 
on strategies for church 
survival and / or growth in 
south western Ontario.  We 
were told of a few sure 
signs of which way we were 
going.  One of them was to 
be able to hear the story of 
faith clearly and promptly 
from all of the members of 
our church’s governing 
body. It would actually be 
unusual to find one hun-
dred per cent compliance 
with this in most United 
Churches.  The fact is that it 
is difficult for many people 
to share their Good News 
story of life with Jesus in a 
comfortable yet certain 
manner. 

This brings us to the time 
of year again.  During the 
Remembrance Week just 
passed our theme song 
might have been “Ain’t 
Gonna Study War No 
More.”  Well, if we are 
going to take the chal-
lenge seriously – to pre-
pare our hearts for the 
Christmas Child AND to 
welcome the opportunity 
to witness our faith to oth-
ers we might sing, “Gonna 
Study the Bible Much 
More!” or “Gonna Go to 
Church Much More!” 
Really let’s take a hymn 
and make it our theme. It 
might be “Lift High the 
Cross,” or “I Will Not Be 
Shaken,” or “Away in a 
Manger.” 

Have a joyous time in 
preparation.  Promise 
yourself that you will take 
this time to reconnect 
with your church commu-
nity in any or all the ways 
open to you. What would 
the Birthday party be like 
if people didn’t accept the 
invitation to attend? 

God Bless you All. 

Rev. Paul 

Meditation   

Coming Events at Cayuga  

¶ Mon., Nov. 15, 7:30 p.m.  U.C.W. meets in Wesley Hall. Speaker re: ñDog training for the Hearing Impaired.ò 

¶ Sat., Nov. 20  the youth will attend a youth service at St. Johnôs United in Oakville 

¶ Sun., Nov. 28, 8 a.m.  Menôs Fellowship will meet for breakfast for all men of the congregation. 

¶ Sun., Nov. 28, 11 a.m.  Communion will take place  and  last day to order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary 

¶ Sun., Nov. 28 Next bread sale at both services to support Bukura Childrenôs Orphanage in Kenya. 

¶ Sun., Nov. 28, last day to order poinsettias and cyclamens for delivery on Dec. 5 & 12 

¶ Sat. Dec 11, 9 a.m. Cookies are requested to be dropped off for sale on Sunday, 12th 

¶ Mon. Dec 13, 7:30 p.m. U.C.W. will meet at Ruthven Park 
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November 28th, the first Sunday 
in Advent 

¶ Rev. Currie will be on leave on 
Sunday, December 26th 

¶ The Worship Committee is look-
ing for a smoother transition 
between the Contemporary and 
Traditional Services.   Betsy will 
begin playing the organ at 10:50 
at which time the Contemporary 
congregation should be visiting  
in Wesley Hall. 

 

¶ At the 11 a.m. Communion ser-
vice, the Communion Hymns 
will be sung before and after 
Communion 

¶ Christmas service times will be 
5:30 for the Traditional Candle 
Light Service and 7:30 p.m. for 
the Contemporary Service 

¶ Communion will be served on 

The ladies of the U.C.W. prepared 
and served a luncheon for family 
and friends of Jean Martindale.  
Thank you to all those who made 
sandwiches, squares, cookies, did 
set-up and take-down of the ta-
bles and chairs.  It is greatly appre-
ciated to have so much help. 

Pink roses were placed in the 
church in remembrance of Flor-
ence Wilson and then given to Don 
and Marg Wilson.  Flowers were 
placed n the church also, in re-
membrance of Sandy Druyf. 

The full executive of the U.C.W. 

met on November 8, 2010 in Paris.  
Dorothy van Osch, treasurer, and 
Jean Foster, President, attended.  
The guest speaker was a Brant 
County representative from the 
Fire Department.  They spoke on 
safety emergencies and what to 
do when faced with any of these 
situations. 

Our next meeting will be hled on 
Monday, November 15, 2010.  The 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά5ƻƎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘΦέ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ 
speaker, Freda Adams, is the 
mother of Stephanie Acland.  

There will also be Food focus col-
lections.  November collections 
are cereal and instant coffee. 

On December 13, 2010, the U.C.W. 
will meet at Ruthven Park at 7:30 
p.m.  Our Secret Pal exchange will 
take place at this time.  December 
Food Focus collection is boxed 
stuffing and canned cranberries.  
All donations of any kind are 
gratefully received.  In order to fill 
the Legion Christmas Baskets, do-
nations are asked to be handed in 
before December 12, 2010. 

 

program in your thoughts as the 
Season for helping others at Christ-

mas approaches. 

Forms for the 
Poinsettia and 
Cyclamen sale are 
available.  The 
deadline for or-

We have not been able to obtain a 
list of families for our Christmas 
Miracle program from J.L. Mitch-
ener School to date as  report cards 
are now being prepared.  We hope 
to have our names as soon as this 
busy period is over.   

Please keep the Christmas Miracle 

ders is November 28th.   

Delivery dates 
are December 5 
and December 
12.  All proceeds 
will go  to the 
Christmas Mira-
cle program. 
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WORSHIP 

Committee Reports 
 
U.C.W. 

OUTREACH 

Christmas Service Times 

5:30 p.m. Candlelight Service 

7:30 p.m.  Contemporary  

CAYUGA UNITED UPDATE 

Praise Team Moments 

OFFICIAL BOARD MEETING:  The Search Committee reported no progress to date in their 

search for a new Minister for Cayuga Pastoral Charge.  They ask for input from the congrega-

tion for  Churches to visit and also ask for your prayers for the Committee. 
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¶ The quote from Layr-Air to re-
place the three furnaces and 
install air-conditioning has not 
yet been received in the mail. 

(It was mentioned that to install 
air-conditioning in the church, a 
sizeable investment would be 
required in order to bring the 
electric panel up to date.) 

¶ Holly Stephan, of Progressive 
Music Studio, has asked to use 
the Church facilities for a music 
recital on Sunday December 
5th from 5-8 p.m.  The Recital 
would take place in the Sanctu-
ary and refreshments would be 
served afterward in Wesley 
Hall.  Session voted in favour of 
the recital taking place.   

¶ The stained glass windows that 
were broken have 
been fixed, thanks 
to Fred’s many tal-
ents! 

¶ Paper towel hold-
ers are being re-
placed in the 
Wesley Hall kitchen 

We are continuing to update our 
membership list with proper ad-
dresses and phone numbers. 

The following persons have been 
remembered with treats, cards, 
visits, calls or plants: 

Get Well/Thinking of You 

Norma Fiddes, John Fiddes, Pat 
Smith, Elaine Cowan, Missy Rowell, 
Ken Yates, Jack McMullen, Helen 
Ludberg, and Meg Kinzel 

Sympathy 

Ken & Mary Martindale, Todd & 
Laura Martindale, Kay Walker and 
family 

Birthday 

Connie Woolvett, Ted Dunnett 

Anniversary 

Rick & Amy Meesters   

Thank-you cards were received 
from Courtney McKinnon, Rev. 
Paul, Lois Kimball & family, Tina 
Visser, Gail Du Guid, Amy Meesters 
and Ken & Mary Martindale. 

Our committee will be meeting on 
Sat. Nov. 13, 2010 at 9:30 to pack-
age the “We Care” packages for 
our University and College stu-
dents.   

Thank you to all who contributed 
left-over Halloween Candy for 
these packages. 

The committee requested that 
David Thomson be accepted into 
the membership of Cayuga United 
by way of transferring his member-
ship from Melrose United Church, 
Hamilton, Ontario.  Session ac-
knowledged this request with 

hearty applause. 

meeting.  Everyone agreed to work 
harder at getting others out to the 
next meeting 

Our next meeting is 
slated for November 
28, 2010 at 8 a.m. 

Your place is ready at 
the breakfast table . 

Ward Glenney and Fred Coulter 
served up a superb breakfast of 
ham & eggs at our last meeting 
held on Sunday, October 31, 2010.  
Ken Martindale led our devotions. 

Much discussion took place con-
cerning the attendance, as we 
numbered just eight men for this 
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PROPERTY 

MEMBERSHIP AND PASTORAL CARE 

MENôS FELLOWSHIP 

Happy 68th An-
niversary Rick & 
Amy Meesters! 

MENτ5hbΩ¢ aL{{ h¦¢ hb ¢I9 b9·¢ 
a9bΩ{ C9[[h²{ILt a99¢LbDΦ  59[Lπ
CIOUS FOOD! GREAT FELLOWSHIP! A CHANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR CHURCH!   

Next meeting, 

Sunday, Nov. 

28th, 8:00 
a.m.  

See you there!  

Did you know that the National Association of Covenanting Churches, of which we were 
a member, has dissolved and has merged with Fellowship Magazine.  You can now keep 
in touch with similar ideas of the NACC through editions of Fellowship Magazine. 



OTHER SESSION BUSINESS 

¶ The Church will give a $500 donation towards our Community Christ-
mas Basket Program.  For those who wish to donate individually, it is 
possible to donate through the church by December 5th.   

¶ Christmas Cookie Trays will be put together on December 11th.  All 
donations are gratefully received and should be in Wesley Hall by 9 
a.m. that morning.  Volunteers will assemble the trays at 9:15 a.m.  
They will be ready for sale on December 12th at both services. 

¶ Annual Committee Reports are due to Clerk of Session, Karon Thom-
son, by Wednesday, January 12, 2011 (except for Finance and U.C.W.) 

¶ Session members, Kim Lint, M& P Committee, Rose Anne Maracle, 
Worship Committee and Clarence Sutor, Property Committee will be 
retiring in February, 2011.  If you know of anyone willing to join either 
of these committees and take their places, please speak to them and 
inform Karon Thomson. 

¶ There was discussion as to improving the transition between the two 
Cayuga services by changing the times.  It was thought that we have 
had too much upheaval recently to change our times again, and it 
would disrupt the Sunday School.    

¶ Rev. Paul will report in Dec. how the Tom Bandy Seminar  he attended 
on Nov. 6th presented ideas relevant to our situation here at Cayuga.   

¶ Please continue to pray for our Church to do our Lord’s will. 

The Youth Group seems to be pros-
pering and they have been busy.  
They attended the annual “Acquire 
the Fire” convention at Copps Coli-
seum, Oct. 22&23, an event at-
tended by 8,000 other youth and 
adults from Southern Ontario.  The 
music, drama, speakers and videos 
seemed to hit a note will all our 
teens, pumping them up about their 
faith.  They visited the Richardson 
Farm on October 29th and had a 
great time in the muddy maze.  Plans 
are in the works to help out again at 
the Soupfest on November 13th; to 
attend a Youth Service on Sat. Nov. 
20 at St. John’s United in Oakville; to 
try go-carting in Hamilton in Decem-
ber; to serve at a banquet in Febru-
ary in Fisherville and to attend our 
annual Pioneer Camp Winter Retreat 
February 18-20.  Michael was espe-

We reviewed the Sunday school 
program and found that atten-
dance has dropped off lately.  We 
discussed some possible reasons:  
the hockey season has started, and 
the curriculum is not as good as we 
had hoped.  Michael will switch to 
a Christ-centered Christmas cur-
riculum beginning December 1.  
Michael will make a few calls to 
parents of children missing the last 
few Sundays and get some feed-
back.  Christian post cards inviting 
kids back have been purchased.  
We also began to discuss ideas for 
a Christmas program for the 
Church to be held sometime in De-
cember.  The Operation Christmas 
Child boxes are being distributed 
and are due back Nov. 14th.  Thanks 
for your support of the program 
and to Carrie Baird for organizing it. 

cially pleased to see the youth begin-
ning to influence other youth, often 
friends, to come out to our meetings 
and outings.  We now have a regular 
attendance of at least 15 youth at 
our Wed. night meetings. 

Our next scheduled meeting is set 
for Monday Nov. 29, 2010 at 7 p.m. 
in the Youth room.  Anyone inter-
ested in the youth programming at 
our church is welcome to attend. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Cayuga United Church  

Thanks to everyone who 

helped out at the Soup-Fest.  It 

was a great evening! 

The next bread sale to aid the 

.ǳƪǳǊŀ /Ƙƛ
ƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Orphanage in 

Kenya will be on 

Sunday, December 

28th. 

FINANCE 

Envelope Givings for OCTOBER 

Givings  $   8,496.11 

Expenses $ 13,501.29 

Balance $ ( 5,005.18) 
 

Envelope giving's for October 
were less than expenses by 
$5,005.18. 
 

Note:  Session acknowledged a serious 
shortfall for the past two months be-
tween the amount of Offering re-
ceived and the amount needed for ex-
penses each month.  It was suggested 
that a special appeal for funds would 
be necessary in February or at Easter.   


